
A review of the Northern Australian 
Water Resource Assessment 

In a snapshot 



Precincts precedent:  
Venn and Lambells Lagoon 
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Limits to NT agricultural growth 

Precincts for irrigation 
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Upper Adelaide 
River Dam 



 

 Option 1 Option 2 

Water price farmers can $38.30/ $46.29/ML 

Urban water value for $2.64/kL $1.23/kL 

# $465-495M, see Table 1 

## Option 1: $4.6M; Option 2: $5.2M 

* Covers $4.9M capital cost, $490K annual operating, 

maintenance and overhead costs, assumes $1,900/ha gross 

margin 

Upper Adelaide River Dam: the 
right option? 

Other potential dam sites 



 

What crops? 

Other Considerations 



An alternative water source and possible development strategy? 
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Other on-farm water source options 



Next steps for the Northern Territory Government 

Future water resource 
assessments: recommendations 

References and notes 



Appendix 1. Report scope 

Appendix 2. Comparable on-farm dam costs 
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